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	This paper covers my thoughts about the new things I have learned over the course of this semester. It also contains a description of the direction I am taking in my college education, and how the knowledge acquired from this psychology class will be beneficial in the type of work I hope to be doing after graduation.
	It has been an interesting semester learning about the psychological development of humans, and the people who have contributed to the knowledge we currently possess. The main reason I have taken this course is because it’s required for the degree that I am seeking, but I also wanted to obtain a better knowledge of developmental psychology. My current educational goal at this stage of my life, is to obtain a degree from SLCC as a Physical Therapy Assistant, and then to hopefully find a job working with a Physical Therapist. If things follow the pattern I have in mind, then I will continue to attend school at the University of Utah. I want to obtain a bachelor’s degree, and then continue to get my doctorate in Physical Therapy. 
	I know the value of having knowledge in developmental psychology as it pertains to physical therapy. I realize that I will be working with clients that are of various ages, and stages of psychological development. It will be an invaluable asset for understanding the thought process of clients. I believe that to be an effective Physical Therapy Practitioner you must be able to establish a relationship of friendship and trust. I have experienced injuries over the course of my life, where I required the assistance of Physical Therapy Practitioners. Because of this, I feel that I could empathize with clients I may be working with. My interaction with these professionals has helped me gain a desire to help other people facing similar circumstances in their own lives. Their patience, and compassion has left a lasting, and also motivating impression upon me. In my opinion there really is no better feeling we can experience, than the one when we give of ourselves to help better the lives of others. 
	Understanding the psychology involved when a person faces a serious injury, and the prospect of possibly losing some bodily function as a result of that injury, is imperative to be a true professional. Most people don’t want sympathy, and many find it offensive, or condescending when faced with it. Each person is different, and finding the correct, or best way to connect with each one requires the knowledge obtained by psychology courses such as this one. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	When you think about it, there are so many people who contribute to the advancement of the medical profession. Without the commitment and sacrifice made by these individuals, it would be impossible for us as students to achieve our goals, and join the ranks of the future medical professionals. I understand that this is the way that our instructors, and professors through their efforts, make a difference and help better the lives of others. I hope that through my efforts, I will be able to become one of the many in this world to help others in the medical capacity that I have chosen to pursue.
