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Introduction and Reflection

	During this semester I have learned a great deal about writing techniques. Before this course my experience consisted of writing papers and power point presentations, I had never written in different media genres. I have learned so much in these past few months about using rhetorical appeals, and properly using grammar and punctuation, and I have been amazed at the seemingly endless types of ways that writing can be presented. Admittedly, I typically don’t do much writing outside of this class, but I have been inspired to keep a journal as a result of what I learned this semester. In all honesty I feel as though I would enjoy writing as a hobby or career, but I’m not sure if I’m cut out for it 
In my report assignment performing the research was an interesting experience. I had some ideas in my mind of the possible topic choices, but narrowing it down to one was a challenge. In the end I decided to write about a local corporation called the Utah Non-Profit Housing Corporation. Their efforts in our community are helping many low income families obtain housing. I learned a lot about many organizations that are affiliated with the UNPHC that really help struggling families. It was an eye opening experience in terms of becoming aware of the issues many people here in Utah face every day. I enjoyed trying to combine my writing with graphic images. I really think I’ve gained a feel of how an investigative reporter/writer would direct their efforts in creating their reports. I have made revisions in a couple areas in this document. I made sure my works cited page is formatted correctly, and read over the whole paper to make sure all grammatical errors were corrected. There were a number of unnecessary words that I eliminated as well.
The group meme assignment was particularly enjoyable. Let’s face it, memes are everywhere today. You can’t even look at some form of social media without seeing them, and they can be a terrific source of humor. Through memes you could advertise, make a point, poke fun at someone or something, or in many cases they are used to criticize. Used in a political genre the ammunition is virtually endless for creating memes, both humorous and serious. Global warming was the topic for our group meme. I had only one partner, but she was fantastic to work with. She was smart, creative, and shared with me a sarcastic sense of humor that made for a great collaboration. Creating something like this was entirely new to me, but it was very fun. I felt like we came up with a great finished product.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The infographic assignment was exciting to create. It was a challenge to come up with the right collaboration of pictures to express my chosen topic. I struggled a bit with the organization of this assignment, mostly because it was something entirely new to me. I have seen many different types of infographic advertising, but I found it was challenging to actually create one of my own. I believe that it’s an effective way to advertise. Infographic efforts would be perfect for magazines, newspapers, an internet setting, or anywhere where space may be confined. I struggled with this assignment and haven’t figured out how to present it the way I had hoped. I have rearranged the pictures in a more effective layout than my original attempt. Hopefully it’s a bit less chaotic. The revision wasn’t as successful as I had hoped so I left a copy of the original in the portfolio as well. I’m totally new to this format.
The position paper was particularly troublesome for me. I chose the topic of gun rights and 2nd amendment. I immediately realized that the topic was perhaps too controversial to tackle. Especially with the recent shooting tragedies here in the U.S. My first thought was, “This is going to be hard to defend my position on this topic!” This is a topic that has no shortage of resources for research, graphics, pictures and opinions. There is a plethora of input for both sides of the argument if you search online. I used rhetorical appeals based on logic, emotion, and experience, gained firsthand and from research. My plan was to present it as if it was an article in a magazine, but I think it would work equally well online or in a newspaper. I tried my best to make an informed, and objective effort, and in the end I felt as though I made a good case. The revisions I made on this assignment include changing my works cited page into citations in the document itself. However, I left the works cited page at the end for an additional reference. There is one added logical fallacy towards the end that was suggested by my instructor Jennifer Courtney. I also added some additional rhetorical appeals that show the alternate side of the argument of gun rights and the 2nd amendment. My hope was to show my understanding of the tragedies from guns, and to demonstrate a sense of empathy for those who may have experience with this or know someone who has.
	Let’s see, I think I will talk about my “Photo Essay” assignment next. So, I thought it would be difficult to transition the “gun rights 2nd amendment” position into a photo essay, but it was quite enjoyable. There are endless photos pertaining to the subject online, as well as statistical graphs and charts. Perhaps the most difficult part was incorporating chosen parts of writing with the photos and graphics. I like how you can condense something like a position paper into a photo essay presentation, without losing the potential to make an influential argument. A photo essay give the writer/creator the ability to more effectively present the effort in different types of media. What is the cliché? “A picture is worth a thousand words”. There is so much emotion that can be expressed through pictures. They are perhaps more effective at this than writing, in my opinion. The revisions on this assignment include following some of the peer review suggestions such as including more information specific to the 2nd amendment. I also included a logical fallacy at the end, as my instructor Jennifer Courtney suggested.
	It’s hard to say which assignment I enjoyed the most, but I can say that I learned from each and every one. Aside from our main assignments the others, while less intensive, seemed to be based on analyzing your writing and creating better writing habits. To me, these assignments seemed to be the most educational in terms of developing skills. While reading from a textbook can be an effective educational tool for some, I think that assignments like: thinking about genre, academic discourse, source integration, citation revision, strategies for cohesion/thinking about logos, beginning it/titles and introductions, to correct or not to correct, and rhetorical analysis of a portfolio were a better way to teach a concept than trying to absorb the same information from a book. 
	I really believe my writing skills have evolved immensely as a result of this course. I have learned so much, and had the opportunity to employ my new skills in various writing mediums. Also, I loved the way the class was formatted. The assignments were spaced out perfectly to allow sufficient time for a student to learn the concept, and then complete the work. Additionally, I found the peer reviews to be very helpful. There were times when certain aspects of my literary efforts were lacking effectiveness, and my fellow students helped me to realize my shortcomings. I felt that certain assignments such as: group memes, infographics, and photo essays helped to create a fun atmosphere during the semester. It’s clear that Jennifer is knowledgeable and a very effective teacher for this writing course, I am grateful that I was lucky enough to have her as my instructor. In my experience a good professor makes all the difference in the learning outcomes for students. It has been a fun semester and I know I will use my new writing skills in my future educational endeavors.
Sincerely, Robert B. Kiholm
